REMARKS 

The Examiner objects to the title as not being descriptive. Accordingly, 
Applicant amended the title as suggested by the Examiner, and requests withdrawal of the 
objection for this reason. 

The drawings stand objected to under 37 C.F.R. 1 .83(a). More specifically, the 
Examiner objects to the selected pit being placed at one of the offset positions in claim 4, and 
each of the reference pits being placed at a second reference point in claim 8. While 
Applicant believes that the features set forth in claim 4 are clearly shown in FIG. 5, and the 
features set forth in claim 8 are clearly shown in FIG. 9 A, Applicant nevertheless proposes to 
amend FIGs. 5 and 9A to more clearly define the information pit 1 and the reference pit 2. 
These proposed amendments to the drawings introduce no new matter. Support for the 
amendment to FIG. 5 can be found on page 14, line 6-16 of Applicant's specification. 
Support for the amendment to FIG. 9 A can be found in Applicant's specification page 19, 
Ins. 1-18. 

Claims 1-10 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112 as being indefinite. The 
Examiner asserts that the phrase "a selected pit carrying information indicated by a position 
of the selected pit relative to the first reference point" is unclear because the specification 
does not specifically teach or describe this feature. Applicants traverse the rejection because 
the feature is fully described in Applicant's specification from page 19, line 1 to page 28, line 
8. 
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More specifically, the information pit, which is offset from the associated first 
reference point, carries at least offset information (amount and direction of offset) which is 
converted to a 4-bit data (see Applicant's specification page 22, line 8 to page 28, line 8). 
Accordingly, withdrawal of the §1 12 rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-7 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Miyamoto et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,805,565). Applicant traverses the rejection because the 
cited reference does not disclose (or suggest), among other things, an optical storage medium 
in which each of the information pits is associated with a first reference point for that 
information pit, and a selected pit of the information pits is offset from the associated first 
reference point and carries information indicated by the offset of the selected pit relative to 
the associated first reference point. 

Miyamoto discloses a specific layout pattern of the information pits 82 that 
represents information. The term "offset" is only used to indicate a tracking , offset (or 
tracking error), which is a deviation of the laser beam 21 from a relevant track. Miyamoto 
fails to disclose a reference point for each of the information pits 82. That is, the concept of 
an "offset" does not apply to the information pits. 

In contrast, claim 1 calls for each of the information pits to be associated with a 
first reference point for each information pit, and that a selected pit of information pits is 
offset from an associated first reference point in a track direction and a tracking direction. 
The selected pit carries information indicated by the offset of the selected pit relative to the 
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associated first reference point. Since Miyamoto fails to disclose or suggest such an offset, 
withdrawal of the §102 rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claims 11-12 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Applicant's Prior Art. In response, Applicant incorporated the allowable subject matter of 
claim 14 into claim 11 and requests withdrawal of the §102 rejection of claim 11 on this 
basis. 

Claims 13 and 18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Applicant's Prior Art. Withdrawal of the § 103 rejection is respectfully requested based 
on the above amendment to claim 1 1 , and because claim 1 8 now depends from allowable 
claim 1 1 . 

For all of the foregoing reasons, Applicant submits that this Application is in 
condition for allowance, which is respectfully requested. The Examiner is invited to contact 
the undersigned attorney if an interview would expedite prosecution. 

Respectfully submitted, 

GREER, BURNS & CRAIN, LTD. 

By *fy 
Joseph P. Fox 
Registration No. 41,760 

August 10, 2004 

300 South Wacker Drive - Suite 2500 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone: (312) 360-0080 
Facsimile: (312) 360-9315 
Customer Number 24978 
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